
FREE TIME ACTIVITIES & FURTHER TIPS FOR PARIS & LONDON: 
 
Here’s an idea of what I will be doing in Paris & London. If you would like to join Michelle & 
I, please feel free to. We’d be more than happy to play tour guide as I have lived in Paris & 
Michelle has lived in England.  
 
SUNDAY 14 APRIL PARIS  

Day one notes (once we arrive): Some recommendations & tips for you. 
Highly recommend trying to stay awake for as long as possible to fight jetlag (if you have a 
nap don’t nap for too long) 
 
I think some people were interested in going to Versailles this day.  
 
Versailles: Lots of different ticket options – be prepared to queue so booking ahead is a 
good idea. http://en.chateauversailles.fr/festival-versailles-2019#fountains-shows-of-
versailles 
Hall of mirrors have finally finished being restored so this is a must to see if you are heading 
here.  
 
The Musical Fountains at Versailles are running on Sunday 14th April and are worth seeing 
especially if the weather is nice. Info here: https://tickets.chateauversailles-
spectacles.fr/uk/meeting/6615/les-grandes-eaux-musicales-2019/jardins/14-04-
2019/09h00 
There are usually little to no queues if you are visiting just the gardens, however expect long 
lines if you want to go inside.  
 
If you don’t want to venture all the way to Versailles, the Napoleon III Apartments inside the 
Louvre (where you can also catch the small and disappointing Mona Lisa but always a bonus 

to say you’ve seen her 😉 ) are absolutely stunning & not to be missed if going here. Aside 
from the Hall of Mirrors, I would say they equal if not are more beautiful than Versailles 
interiors.   
TIP: Lines for the Louvre can extend for hours – to avoid long queues do what the residents 
do – near the arch way in the Louvre gardens there are underground access points to the 
Carrousel du Louvre, an underground shopping area at the Louvre- this takes you directly 

under the Pyramid (Da Vinci Code book lovers 😉) Past the inverted Pyramid there is a 
vending machine entrance (pretty sure it takes cash & card) – you’ll have no or minimum 
wait to get inside. Main difference is you will start in the basement so you just have to catch 
an elevator upstairs to the more famous stuff.  
https://www.louvre.fr/en 
 
Art Lovers: Even better than the Louvre (in my opinion) is Musee d'Orsay – this is where 
you’ll find Van Gogh, Monet, Cézanne, Manet, Renoir (Moulin Rouge paintings!), Degas 
(famous dancer paintings & sculptures!) etc etc etc – best of the best. 
https://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/home.html 
 
Military interested: If you are interested in Military History, don’t miss visiting Les Invalides 
containing museums (Musée de l'Armée) and monuments, all relating to the military history 
of France including Napoleon’s Tomb. You could literally spend all day here & not see it all. 
 
 
 
 
Day 1 Options I am considering are: 
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Metro to Montmartre (where the Moulin Rouge is) and walk around this area. It is where I 
used to live & my favourite suburb in Paris. Sacre Coeur is beautiful both day & night (look 
out for string sellers & pick pockets in the area though). Inside is free & the gold mosaic is 
stunning. It is a fabulous area for shopping (much cheaper souvenirs here) and wonderful 
restaurants for lunch. Also the setting for numerous movies – you can have a coffee at the 
‘Amelie’ café or at the Chat Noir (the world’s first cabaret – now coffee shop). Then spend 
time walking around Place du Tertre – Artists square and watch artists paint, have a portrait 
made or buy original art. It’s really beautiful here. Also home to the last remaining original 
windmill, The Moulin de la Galette (from Renoir’s painting) from the 17th century.  
Also, visit the Moulin Rouge shop as it won’t be open when we go at night (only the small 
boutique inside).  
 
Alternatively, or as well (depending on how well we travel): Head to take a stroll along the 
river Seine where the books & old poster stalls are (near Notre dame) followed by a relaxing 
River cruise. You don’t want to miss seeing Pont Alexandre III, Paris’ most beautiful bridge. 
The river cruises are really lovely way to see a different angle of famous sites. Don’t 
recommend getting lunch or dinner on them cause you miss seeing the view while you are 
eating. Really beautiful at sunset. Then head to the Trocadero hill to eat a picnic (or crepe 
from the stall) and wait for the Eiffel Tower lights to come on. On the hour every hour, the 
Eiffel tower twinkles – this is magical!!  
 
Afternoon Seine River cruise (optional champagne on some) 
 https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/AttractionProductReview-g187147-d11469156-
Bateaux_Mouches_1_Hour_Seine_River_Cruise_with_Optional_Champagne-
Paris_Ile_de_Fra.html   
 OR 
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/AttractionProductReview-g187147-d11452714-
Bateaux_Parisiens_Seine_River_Sightseeing_Cruise-Paris_Ile_de_France.html 
 

So feel free to join me. If people would prefer to come to Montmartre with me on another 

day, we could go Thursday morning after we’ve checked out of the hotel in our free time. 

MONDAY 15 APRIL PARIS 

 

*After the panoramic tour and before we split up for lunch, I’d like to take everyone to the 

carousel near the Eiffel tower and ride on this & have a group photo here.  

*After our performance I have requested the bus to take us to Trocadero look out for a 

group photo with the Eiffel tower in the background.  

TUESDAY 16 APRIL PARIS 

 

*When we visit Notre Dame, I recommend lining up to see the gargoyles if it isn’t included 

in our package already – there’s a really pretty view of the city from up there. Lots of stairs 

though so not recommended if you have bad knees. Usually a long line.   

*Before we go to LIDO, I recommend we leave earlier to allow time to go up Arc de 

Triomphe. The view from here, particularly at night is really cool as you have 360degrees & 

watching the traffic is crazy! Approx $20AUD. Can buy closer to time.  

https://au.france.fr/en/paris/article/sacred-heart-sacre-coeur
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https://www.getyourguide.com/paris-l16/paris-skip-the-line-arc-de-triomphe-tickets-

t66157/?referrer_view_id=28600aa2fd9ddb2385faa1d0ae078242&referrer_view_position=

0 

*There’s also great shopping (albeit mostly window shopping) up & down the Champs 

Elysees where the LIDO is. You may also wish to browse here before the shop & get dinner – 

even the McDonalds has a nice view.  

https://en.parisinfo.com/discovering-paris/walks-in-paris/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-

champs-elysees 

WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL PARIS 

 

*8.30pm: Travel earlier to the Moulin Rouge & have a group photo in front of the Sacre 

Coeur & in front of the Moulin Rouge. Bring slip ons and change into heels.  

 

THURSDAY 18 APRIL PARIS 

After hotel check out, my plans: visit Palace Garnier, Home of the Paris Opera Ballet (highy 

recommend!!!). This has my favourite room in all of Paris. Also see the famous chandelier 

that inspired The Phantom of the Opera (this is the building the Phantom of the Opera is 

based in). There’s a ballet library and beautiful art work all dance inspired. You can see Paris 

Opera Ballet costumes on display. The gift shop is where you can buy the diamante pointe 

shoes like the ones I have at the studio in the glass cabinet. It’s a magical building. I’d love 

you all to see it 😊. 

https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/AttractionProductDetail-g187147-d15563496-

Opera_Garnier_Paris_Self_Guided_Visit-Paris_Ile_de_France.html 

Then nearby are Paris’ 2 famous department stores: Printemps Haussmann & Galeries 

Lafayette Haussmann (inside Lafayette is stunning!!). There are also L'église de la Madeleine 

(Impressive church with the famous marble altar with the statue of Mary Magdalene). Free 

entry.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Madeleine,_Paris 

--- 

Or we could visit Montmartre if we didn’t go on the first day & then visit Palace Garnier 

afterwards.  

 

FRIDAY 19 APRIL PARIS & 

SATURDAY 20 APRIL PARIS  

 

DISNEY Days – note there are 2 Disney Parks & Disney Village to explore. Recommend 

spending the first day after our workshop & performance in Disneyland park (don’t miss the 

fireworks!) & 2nd day at Walk Disney Studios or park hopping between both.  

Check out the shows & parades – these are world-class!! Don’t miss them!  

https://www.disneylandparis.com/language-

selection/?redirectFrom=INTL&redirectPath=/en-int/ 
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Looks like Superheros is going to be our theme for the year as Disney is celebrating Marvel 

when we are there too!! Assuming it will also be Easter themed around the park.  

I recommend you put the Disneyland Paris app on your phone & hook your phone up to 

their free wifi when in the park – this shows you wait times for the rides & show times. For 

those who went to Hong Kong – this is a real sized Disneyland – it is much larger and you will 

probably miss seeing things if you don’t plan well. The Space Mountain roller coaster is the 

best here out of all Disneys as it’s been redone and goes upside-down 😉 Indiana Jones & 

The Rock n Roller Coaster are also proper roller coasters for you thrill junkies.  

Disney is where you will spend money if you are not careful – it won’t be cheap and it’s easy 

to get wrapped up in the magic of it all. 

 

SUNDAY 21 APRIL PARIS / LONDON 

 

Those travelling to London: 

Places to visit in London Free time (sadly, there’s not that much time): 

We are staying in a fantastic part of London (you’re welcome 😉 ) so in our free time 

there’s actually so much to do you won’t fit it in! I love a visit to Harrods, even if all you can 

afford is a small item such as tea or a tiny trinket.  

This little blog covers a fair bit of what’s on offer in our area (just remember all the 

museums etc are likely to take a few hours to go through so best to leave these for large 

chunks of free time. 

https://www.findingtheuniverse.com/top-8-things-to-do-in-kensington/ 

For Easter: Kensington Palace is having an Ester egg hunt & lawn games so pretty sure this is 

where you’ll find me: https://www.hrp.org.uk/kensington-palace/explore/lindt-gold-bunny-

hunt/#gs.2ro6jm 

 

Comprehensive calendar for all shows playing while we are in London: 

https://www.londontheatre.co.uk/whats-on/calendar/apr/22 

Harry Potter fans: https://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/place/23035130-warner-

bros-studio-tour-london-the-making-of-harry-potter 

Ballet lovers: https://www.encoretickets.co.uk/london-theatre/dance/my-first-ballet-

sleeping-beauty EVen though it is a children’s show (meaning it is just shorter than the 

normal ballet, it would still be beautiful).  

Theatre lovers: https://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/place/279599-shakespeares-

globe-theatre 

Notting Hill movie locations: http://www.vincenthouselondon.com/15-notting-hill-film-

locations-relive-romance/ 

Jack the Ripper/Sherlock Holmes & Ghost tours: 

https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attraction_Products-g186338-zfc12066-zfg11866-

London_England.html 
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MONDAY 22 APRIL LONDON 

 

10am Rehearsal: I’m hoping to make use of the time we are waiting for the Changing of the 

Guard & use the park area to rehearse our new version of show (parents to mind our 

spots)– this will be to re-space the London show with our 2 youngest dancers having left. I 

don’t want to re-space before this time so that people aren’t confused. There shouldn’t be 

too much required as Miss Brooke & I did plan for this when choreographing most of the 

time. It should only take 30min.  

*If we don’t get the opportunity at this time, we will have to do this rehearsal at 5.30pm 

when we return to our hotel after Tower of London (before you go for dinner).  

 

TUESDAY 23 APRIL LONDON 

IS A CRAZY DAY – make sure you are well rested, have snacks and water with you 

Workshops – performance – workshops x2 & walking to and from then show in the evening 

for Wicked attendees is a very big day! 

 

WEDNESDAY 24 APRIL LONDON 

 

Soho is great district for shopping – walking & exploring. Or jump on the tube and visit 

another area of London before our evening show of Les Mis.  

*Recommend either a little earlier before the show or after the show you spend time in 

Piccadilly Circus.  

Mary Poppins fans: https://www.londonperfect.com/blog/2018/09/find-mary-poppins-in-

london/ 

https://mumsdotravel.com/2019/01/where-to-find-mary-poppins-film-locations-in-london/ 

If you visit St Paul’s Cathedral – it’s worth going up the dome for a fabulous view of London.  

 

Movie buffs: https://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/sightseeing/film-locations/top-10-

film-locations-in-london 

 

 

FREE SINGAPORE TOUR – CITY SIGHTS TOUR 

On the way over (couldn’t do on way back).  

http://www.changiairport.com/en/discover/recommended-itineraries/free-singapore-city-

sights-tour.html 

Registration Closes at 6:30 PM for tours 7:30 PM–10:00 PM - Only for flights After 12:00 AM 
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